FOREWORD
By SIR THOMAS H. HOLLAND, K.C.SJ.
PROFESSOR HEARNSHAW, a recognised and reliable his-
torian, has drawn in this book a sketch of the Germanic
peoples from the time when they began to swarm over
the plains of Northern Italy and Southern Gaul in 113 B.C.
down to the invasion of Poland in September 1939* Ac-
cording to this distinguished authority the record is one of
unbroken consistency; the Germans have never been
without unscrupulous leaders, and have never failed to
support their 'exemplars of the Machiavellian principles
of die use of force and fraud as instruments of politics^
That may be true of the past; but the question of prime
importance for the world just now is to find whether this
historical record shows a development on lines parallel to
those of the accepted characteristics of civilisation, or
whether it indicates any real divergence of a kind which a
naturalist would recognise as due to the evolution of a
new sub-species. And if this latter alternative be indi-
cated, when did the branching-oflf from the civilised
stock occur ? Or is it, perhaps, only a temporary and
therefore recoverable departure from the normal ? The
present distinct races of mankind must have all started at
some time and must have found their environments
favourable for perpetuation. Many others branched off
too from the parent stock, but later, through unfavour-
able conditions, became extinct. One cannot, for ex-
ample, accept such incidents as Bismarck's falsification of
a telegram as sufficient reason to condemn a whole nation;
for even he also told the truth to deceive (pp. 182, 183).
Count Cavour, the greatest of Italian Prime Ministers,